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SAM 25 General Meeting March 23 
   Angie’s Main Café Back Room, Shawano 5:30 p.m. 

 
SAM 25 General Meeting April 27 
   Angie’s Main Café Back Room, Shawano 5:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

  SAM 25 News & Updates 
 
We are over halfway through the shelter season and I am 
reminded each day of how important it is that our shelter 
is here.  
 
So far this season, Sam’s House has served 53 different 
people, 17 of those guests being children. In serving our 
guests, we have provided over 1,000 nights of stay 
(approximately 550 stays to adults and 450 stays to 
children). Over 2,700 meals have been served and 
countless volunteer hours have been provided.  
 
Many evenings we have been at capacity (15) – or very 
close to it. It is our hope that our organization can 
continue to grow to be able to accommodate the need of 
those in our community who require our services.  
 
At this point in the current season, Sam’s House has 
almost doubled the amount of shelter stays that were 
logged for the entire season last year. I cannot thank 
everyone enough for their kindness, compassion, and 
willingness to provide their time and talents, without 
which, this organization would not be possible.  
 
Additionally, our Steps to Success Program has been well 
utilized and appreciated by our guests. Volunteers with 
this program visit our shelter to assist guests with finding 
employment, housing, medical care, and other resources, 
giving them the proper tools they need to get back on their 
feet.  

 
Often, we do not realize the barriers that many people 
can be faced with when trying to obtain resources. 
This program has given our guests the one-to-one 
mentorship and advocacy that we all need when faced 
with life’s challenges. I am grateful to all of our STS 
volunteers and I know our guests are too. We celebrate 
the successes of our guests – big and small. Each step is 
a part of a journey that leads those in need out of shelter 
and into a home of their own. 
 
With our shelter being well utilized, we are always in 
need of more volunteers. If you are interested in 
becoming involved at Sam’s House, we would love to 
have you! We have many different opportunities for 
volunteers: working shelter shifts, assisting with Steps to 
Success, and signing up to provide a meal are just a few 
of the ways you can become involved. If you, or 
someone you know, is interested in helping at Sam’s 
House, please visit our website at www.sam25.org to 
obtain a volunteer application or call 715-851-7252.  
 
From all of us at SAM 25, thank you for your support, 
generosity and kindness. You are the reason we are able 
to provide the basic necessities that no one should be 
forced to live without.  
 
Jennifer Laude Bisterfeldt 
SAM 25 Executive Director 

 
 

  How Can I Help? 
 
 

Visit our website: sam25.org or Facebook page – donate 
items on our website wish list – volunteer at SAM's 
House – volunteer at or attend SAM 25 fundraisers – 
keep SAM 25 in your prayers – make a monetary 
donation via mail at SAM 25, P.O. Box 147, Shawano, 
WI 54166 or via PayPal on our website (sam25.org) – 
provide dinner during the shelter season by signing up at 
Take Them a Meal link on our sam25.org website – 
direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars to SAM 25 – use 
Amazon Smile to donate to Shawano Area Matthew 25 
Inc. by starting each shopping session at the URL 
http://smile.amazon.com, and they we will donate 0.5% 
of the price of your eligible purchases. 

  

https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=23FDTID6XJWLZ&K=A3TTJMSNXVL0F5&R=1JZXGEA1KTRAB&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_137586720_smi_em_ccc_l2_smi&A=WQ8ULZYVRRWDBDUZGYGYAQ2HSZOA&H=KMRKM92JWOI5APUAIGABOW9QYPOA&ref_=pe_830720_137586720_smi_em_ccc_l2_smi
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj3pvnh5LvNAhUXwWMKHZ40A7QQjRwIBw&url=http://www.recipeshubs.com/upcoming-bbq-events/11417&bvm=bv.125221236,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNEDfUGK4UrnsAU4FTHz93IJ4sQrNQ&ust=1466690131583070


SAM 25 Mission 
 

We help those affected by poverty improve their circumstances and become self-sufficient. 
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  Volunteer Profile 
 
 

SAM25 is thankful for generous volunteers like Christie 
and Doug who provide meals for our shelter guests on a 
regular basis. Christie is a teacher who is currently a 
stay-at-home mom, and Doug is an engineer. The couple 
lives with their three children near Red River. We asked 
them to share with us more about their experience as 
Sam’s House meal providers. 
 
How long/how often do you bring meals to the 
shelter?  
 

We are providing one meal each month to Sam's 
House this year. Last year we provided three or four 
meals.  

 
Why did you decide to provide meals at Sam's 
House?  
 

We're grateful that Sam's House is part of our 
community. We believe it is a valuable resource, and 
providing meals to the guests is our way of showing 
our support to the organization and the guests.  

 
Would you encourage others to bring meals to Sam's 
House and why?  
 

We do encourage others to provide meals to Sam's 
House because we enjoy doing so and believe it is our 
responsibility to help those who need it. Providing 
meals is a relatively simple way to have a direct, 
positive impact on our neighbors.  
 

Is it difficult to prepare a meal for Sam's House 
guests, and how much prep time does it typically 
take?  
 

The beauty of the Sam's House Take-Them-A-Meal 
sign up is that the people who provide meals are left 
completely in control of the situation. We choose the 
date we want to bring a meal, and we choose the meal 
itself. This allows us to prepare food we're comfortable 
making that's within our budget - for both time and 
money.  

 
Why do you continue to provide meals at Sam's 
House, and what do you get out of it, if anything?  

 
The first time we took in a meal, we were a little 
apprehensive. We didn't know what to expect, but we 

 
 

 
felt it was something we needed to do. We sat down to 
eat with the guests and happened to be seated next to 
a woman who, almost immediately, thanked us for the 
meal. Christie responded with something like, "You're 
welcome, we really haven't done much." The guest 
said, "You are making sure I go to bed tonight with hot 
food in my belly. Don't say that's not much, because it 
is." That conversation stuck with us. It reminds us that 
gestures that we perceive to be small can be quite 
large to others. Taking a few hours out of our evening 
to prepare a meal and eat and talk with the Sam's 
House guests fills our hearts as much as it does their 
bellies.  

 
Is it difficult to sign up for a meal?  

It's not difficult at all! The Take-Them-A-Meal site is 
very user-friendly. 

 
(Anyone interested in providing a meal for Sam’s House 
guests can go to www.sam25.org and follow the links to 
sign up.  Alternatively, you can call the shelter at 715-
851-7252, and one of our staff members can assist you 
with the sign-up process.) 

 
 

  Donor Highlights 
 
 

Thank you to our contributors who helped make our 
Soup-er Bowl Event a success: 
 
United Methodist Church/Church on the Hill, Wade 
Fernandez, Zion Lutheran Church, 2nd Grade Cub Scout 
Wolf Den, Arnie Beyersdorf, Anello’s Torch Lite, Angel 
Miller, Angie’s Main Café, Charlie’s County Market, Dale 
Kakkak, Dan Robinson, Domino’s, Edi Cornelius-
Grosskopf, Farm Inn on Main/The Gathering, Flamingo’s 
Family Restaurant, Gloria Grys/Usborne Books, Hillcrest 
Primary School, Hope Community Church, Hungry Bear 
Café & Catering, Perkin’s Restaurant & Bakery, Pick ‘n 
Save, Pizza Hut, Pure Essence Salon & Spa, Randy 
Bruce, Rank Dairy, Red Rooster Café, Reinhart Food 
Services, Joel Kroenke, Kwik Trip-Bonduel, Launching 
Pad, Life Church, Luigi’s Pasta & Pizza, Mary Travis, 
Mike Magee, Papa Murphy’s Take N Bake Pizza, River 
Valley Church, Rosie Putnam, Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church, Sally Slezewski, Sally’s Catering/The Main 
Event, Sisters-in-Christ, Skip Jones, St. Jakobi Lutheran 
Church, St. James Lutheran Church, St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, Sue Herrigan, Thrivent Action Grants, 
Thrivent Financial-Mick Siolka, Taher, Inc. Food Service-
Shawano School District, and Twig’s Beverage.  
 
Last but not least all our wonderful SAM 25 Volunteers! 

http://www.sam25.org/


SAM 25 Mission 
 

We help those affected by poverty improve their circumstances and become self-sufficient. 
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  Board President Note 
 
Hello and a huge thank you for your continued support of 
Shawano Area Matthew 25, Inc. (SAM 25) and SAM's 
House Emergency Shelter! 
 
It has been a busy second winter season for SAM's 
House.  We are blessed with Jen, our Executive Director, 
the shelter staff, and all the SAM 25 and SAM's House 
volunteers. It continues to be humbling to see how what 
each person does fits together to make the shelter run 
smoothly and safely. From monetary donations to meals 
prepared, brought in and served to donated items on our 
needs list to prayers to volunteers at the shelter and on 
committees – you all are needed to make SAM's House 
successful. Thanks to you all! 
 
We just completed a fun and successful fundraiser on 
February 4, 2017, at Hillcrest Primary School.  Our  
Soup-er Bowl Saturday Event was a simple meal of 
delicious donated soups, breadsticks, cookies, and 
beverages, along with wonderful music, raffle baskets, 
silent auctions, and camaraderie.  It was a great practice 
run for what will be our annual signature fundraiser and 
shelter season kick-off event starting this fall called: 
 

"Empty Bowls, Caring Hearts" 
 
Watch for more information.  We strive to involve the 
community in our SAM 25 mission, vision, and goals as 
we fundraise to make them a reality. We are thankful for 
the many ways everyone helps.  
 
As the shelter season continues through April, we are 
working on our Steps to Success Program offering our 
guests referrals to available community resources. We 
are also looking at how best to assure affordable medical 
care for all people in our area.  
 
Our Board of Directors meets monthly, and SAM 25 has 
General Meetings open to all at Angie's Main Cafe Back 
Room (parking and entrance in rear of building).  
 
Please see our website www.sam25.org, for date and 
time of General Meetings and events.  SAM 25 is a 
wonderful group of people who volunteer their time, skills 
and resources to help those affected by poverty and 
homelessness.  All are welcome! 
 
With Many Thanks, 
Muffy Culhane 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  Updates? 
 
 

Have a name or address corrections?  Wish to receive this 
newsletter via email?   
 
Please send information to  
sam25shawano@mail.com. 
 
 
Shawano Area Matthew 25 
P.O. Box 147 
Shawano, WI 54166 
Phone:  715-851-7252 
Website:  www.sam25.org 
 
Like us on Facebook at:  
https://www.facebook.com/SAM25.org 

 
SAM 25 is a 501 (c) (3) organization and contributions are tax exempt. 

mailto:sam25shawano@mail.com
http://www.sam25.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SAM25.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiSs-T-59zOAhUO9GMKHV6fBTYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.taftcollege.edu/tcwp/esfa/?page_id%3D334&psig=AFQjCNHrOFNz1rnoGtwY9xF2P9lJd4JuDg&ust=1472222918797838

