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SAM25 Shelter Statistics:  
2017-2018 Season 
 

 

 

SAM25 Resource Days (NEW)           Every Tuesday 
  (Year round) 

   SAM’s House, 213 E Green Bay St………..12:00 pm-2:00 pm  
Bowl Painting       June 11 
   Shawano High School Art Room…………………5:30-8:30 pm 
 
Bowl Painting       June 13 
   Shawano High School Art Room…………………5:30-8:30 pm 
 
Bowl Painting       June 14 
   Shawano High School Art Room…………………5:30-8:30 pm 
 
SAM25 General Meeting             June 28 
   SAM’s House, 213 E Green Bay St ………………..... 5:30 pm 
 
Green Bay Bullfrogs Fundraiser             July 8 
   Joanne’s Stadium, 315 S. Baird St, Green Bay.…..... 1:05 pm 
 
SAM25 Fundraising Comm. Meeting             July 10 
   SAM’s House, 213 E Green Bay St ………………..... 5:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nights of Stay: 2,224 
Guests Served: 88 (66 adults/22 children) 
Meals Provided: 6631 
Resource Sessions since May 1st: 19 
Individuals Served: 11 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

How You Can Help 
 

• Visit our website: sam25.org or our 
Facebook page  

• Donate items on our website wish list  
• Volunteer at SAM's House shelter 
• Volunteer at or attend SAM25 fundraisers 
• Join SAM25 Committees 
• Make a monetary donation at P.O. Box 147, 

Shawano or via PayPal on our website 
(sam25.org)  

• Take Them a Meal link sam25.org website  
• Direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars to 

Shawano Area Matthew 25, Inc. 
• Thrivent Action Teams 
• Shop at amazon.smile.com, and more!  
• Keep SAM25 in your prayers  
• (NEW) Become a Sustaining Member (See 

last page of Newsletter for details) 
 

 
Volunteer Profile:  Mark Fuller 
 
 
For this newsletter volunteer profile, we recognize 
Mark Fuller for his continued efforts to help in many 
ways at SAM’s House. Mark volunteers during the 
morning shift each week at the shelter. He also really 
helped out this past month during the snowstorm 
when our guests had nowhere to go (and couldn’t 
even get out of the parking lot). We put a call out to 
volunteers and Mark answered. He snowshoed to 
the shelter on Saturday and Sunday to ensure we 
were able to stay open for our guests. Your kindness 
and dedication are immeasurable, Mark! Thanks for 
everything you always do.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you to the Sunday 

Funday Volunteers at First 
Presbyterian Church!   We 

appreciate all you did for our 
guests this season! 

I was homeless. I was told about SAM’s House and I went over 
there. Jen, the executive director, made sure there was a place for 
me. It was during the winter and the place was nice and warm, I 
had a cot to sleep in, a roof over my head and three meals a day. I 
got to know the staff and fell in love with them. They were just 
wonderful! SAM’s House seemed like home…we became family. 
Even when you’re struggling, they still treat you with respect. I 
recommend SAM’s House to anyone who is down on their luck. 
The volunteers and staff were so wonderful to work with. 
 



SAM25 Mission 
 

We help those affected by poverty improve their circumstances and become self-sufficient. 
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  Donor Highlights 
 

 
 
 
 
SAM25 would like to thank all who donate in the form 
of funds, item donations, time and talents. We 
couldn’t do what we do without your generous 
support. Below is a highlight of some of our recent 
donors: 
 

• Shawano Area Community Foundation grant 
award to SAM25 for shelter improvements. 
(See Pictures Below) 

• Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Rally 
• Christus Lutheran Church 
• The Family of Bev Aschenbrener  
• United Way of Shawano   

 

	
 
Board President Note 
 
 
 
Hello SAM25 Friends/Supporters!   
 
Shelter season #3 at SAM's House Emergency 
Shelter has come to a close and I am thankful for 
another caring and safe winter shelter season. 88 
individuals, 22 of which were children, had a warm, 
safe place to sleep and meals during another cold, 
snowy WI. winter.  
 
So many donors, volunteers and staff helped make 
that happen, each doing their piece of the puzzle to 
make the shelter run safely and efficiently. We are 

blessed with wonderful people in our community. I'd 
like to thank the Police and Sheriff Departments as 
well as the City of Shawano; their support is so 
important and much appreciated. Thank You to all!!  
 
The shelter “Steps to Success” program, partnering 
each adult guest with a mentor, proved helpful in 
guiding guests to jobs, housing, and community 
resources. That guidance continues in the off-season 
with Resource Day for the community on Tuesdays 
from noon until 2 pm, and a new program called 
“Getting Ahead In a Just-Getting-By World”.  This 
new program, available to shelter guests thanks to a 
thoughtful family grant, is a series of classes that 
provides support, insight and skills to help break the 
cycle of poverty and homelessness.  
 
Other plans for the summer include resuming 
meetings to open a Community Clinic and 
beginning to plan for a future shelter building when 
the use of our current location expires. Of course, 
there is the never-ending fundraising that, along 
with the many generous donations, makes SAM's 
House possible. Come join in the fun – there are 
many opportunities to get involved and help!  
 
SAM25 will be at the Non-Profit booth at the 
Shawano Farmers Market on July 7 and August 25 
and at the Shawano Speedway on August 11 for the 
“Undie 500” where donations of supplies, money 
and underwear are collected for SAM25! We will 
also be working on our fall fundraisers including 
Bike/Hike the Barn Quilts on Sept 29 and, new this 
year, a Barn Dance on Sept 28, as well as our 
signature fundraiser “Empty Bowls, Caring Hearts” 
on October 20.  Sign up on our website sam25.org 
and come paint a bowl for the event in the art room 
at SCHS June 11, 13, and/or 14. Many hands make 
light work so please join us as we continue to work 
toward helping people in our community improve 
their circumstances and become self-sufficient.  
 
Please see the calendar on sam25.org for upcoming 
meeting and event dates. Again my thanks to you all 
for your generous help and donations making this all 
possible. We are blessed. Have a great summer! 
With thanks, Muffy 

 



SAM25 Mission 
 

We help those affected by poverty improve their circumstances and become self-sufficient. 
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Help Wanted: Bowl Painters!!	
 

Executive Director Note	
 

 
 
 

 
 

Empty Bowls-
Caring Hearts 
planning is 
well underway! 
We are in 
search of 

volunteers 
willing to help 

offer their artistic skills to pain bowls again this 
summer. We have reserved the Shawano 
Community High School Art Room on June 11th, 
13th and 14th at 5:30pm for bowl painting classes. If 
you are interested in helping out with this fun activity, 
please sign up for bowl painting through our website 
at sam25.org.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Hello SAM25 Family,  
 
I can hardly believe it, but another shelter season has 
come and gone. SAM’s House provided 2,224 nights 
of stay to 88 individuals this year (66 adults/22 
children). It was our busiest season yet, but also our 
most successful in that we helped over 47% of our 
guests exit to permanent housing situations. 48% of 
our guests left with a temporary housing status, 
staying with either friends or family. Many have since 
obtained permanent housing after leaving shelter. It 
is our goal to not only provide a safe place to sleep 
during the coldest months of the year, but also to help 
end the cycle of poverty and homelessness. We 
continue to work tirelessly in this journey to make life 
better for all of those who are in need.  
 
We also continue to stay connected to our guests 
long after they leave here. Through our weekly 
Resource Days, anyone who is in need of help can 
stop in on Tuesdays from 12pm-2pm, but many of  
 
our former guests visit more frequently. We provide 
advice with housing, jobs, resources or just give 

support in the form of friendship. We don’t want 
anyone to feel as though they are alone.  
 
I am incredibly excited to announce that we have 
officially launched our “Getting Ahead in a Just 
Getting By World” program on May 1st. Chris Ciucci 
is facilitating this program and is doing a phenomenal 
job. We have 6 participants who are analyzing 
themselves and our community to collaborate and 
figure out what can be done to “get ahead” of the 
cycle of poverty. It is an 18-session course and 
requires a commitment from each member of the 
group. Through this research and analysis, it is our 
hope that each participant not only finds success, but 
also helps our community in providing resources 
necessary to end poverty. Collaboration is key; no 
one should have to try to find their way on their own. 
I have attended several of these sessions and have 
been impressed with the level of commitment, 
dedication and knowledge that each participant has 
to offer. They really are a great group! It is this kind 
of program that can help to change the cycle of 
poverty for our area.   
 
Thanks to all who offered a helping hand this season, 
support to our guests and who made the experience 
enjoyable. I always feel as though I am the luckiest 
person in the world to work amongst such wonderful 
people. We are grateful, -Jen  

 
Pictured from Left to Right are SAM25 Staff Members (Top) Lois Welch, 
Jennifer Laude Bisterfeldt, Rich Montour, Bill Grogan (Bottom) Chris 
Ciucci, Pam Tadych and Sylvia Baird. Missing: Tammie Guyette and 
Adam Schulz.  
 
 



SAM25 Mission 
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 Donate Today to Shawano Area Matthew 25! 
 
Donor Information (please print or type) 
 
Name  
 
Billing address  
 
City, ST, Zip Code  
 
Phone  
 
Email  
 
I am making a donation to Shawano Area Matthew 25 in the amount of: 
 
c $25    c $50    c $100    c $250    c $500    c Other   
  
To sign up through PayPal for our Friends of SAM25 Sustaining Membership, Please visit:  
https://www.sam25.org/sustaining-membership 
Please make checks payable to:  Shawano Area Matthew 25, P.O. Box 147, Shawano, WI  54166. 
Credit Card donations can be made through our  Account on our website at www.sam25.org. 
Please use the following name(s) in all acknowledgements:   
  
c I wish my gift to remain anonymous.     
c Please mail me a receipt for my records. 
 
 
THANK YOU for your donations to help SAM25 fulfill one of our three goals: that everyone in the Shawano 
area has a meal and a safe place to sleep every night. 

 
 

Sustaining Membership  

Ms. Jill Hansen's Ceramics II students at Shawano 
Community High School made bowls and donated 
them to SAM25 to use at the 2018 Empty Bowls 
Caring Hearts fundraiser on October 20. 
 

A huge shout-out to 
 

Adam Schulz, 
 

 
our CMN intern, 

 
 

for all his great help this 
spring, and for his continued 

volunteer help. 
 


